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This spring, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
released four major new regulations for the electric industry, 
including a much-anticipated rule to cut 
emissions from power plants, a sweeping 
move that will aggravate reliability 
concerns for electric cooperatives and other 
utilities nationwide.

The power plant rule constrains existing 
coal and new natural gas plants by 
requiring them to install carbon capture 
and storage (CCS) technology that is not 
yet reliable or commercially available.

These national mandates will have 
implications for us in the Northland, and 
the concern has also created bipartisan 
opposition in the U.S. Senate for review. 
The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
is saying “the path outlined by the EPA is unlawful, unrealistic 
and unachievable,” according to NRECA CEO, Jim Matheson. 
“It undermines electric reliability and poses grave consequences 
for an already stressed electric grid.”

Matheson also says, “the new EPA rules ignore our nation’s 
ongoing electric reliability challenges and are the wrong approach 
at a critical time for our nation’s energy future.” This is something 
that concerns me as a leader here at Lake Country Power.

The power plant rule will force the early closure of electricity 
generation sources that are available 24/7 and will also impede 

the construction of new natural gas plants. The timing of 
these sweeping new rules is particularly troubling as electric 
utilities face a surge in demand for electricity from factors 
like transportation electrification and the rapid expansion of 
data centers to support artificial intelligence, e-commerce and 
cryptocurrency.

Under the new rule, existing coal-fired power plants that plan 
to operate past the start of 2039 must install CCS to capture 
90% of emissions by 2032. The rule also requires new natural 
gas plants that operate more than 40% of the time to install 
CCS and capture 90% of their carbon emissions by 2032. These 
standards, and their reliance on unproven CCS technology, will 
undermine electric reliability.

Lake Country Power is committed to doing everything possible 
to cut carbon emissions and adhere to the new state and federal 
mandates on the books, but we must raise caution and take 
action when it comes to the reliability and affordability of electric 
service for you, our members.

Electric cooperatives understand the need to keep the lights on 
at a cost local families and businesses can afford. Clean energy 
technologies must be balanced with generation sources that are 
always available to ensure a reliable electric grid.

Electric cooperatives like LCP deliver power to 42 million 
Americans. Our top priority is to meet our members'  
energy needs, and we must have reliable electricity available  
to do that. n

Power plant rules threaten grid reliability

Dan Kingsley, District 6 Director at 
Lake Country Power, recently received 
the Board Leadership Certificate from 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA).

An ever-changing business environment 
has imposed new demands on electric 
cooperative directors, requiring increased 
knowledge of changes in the electric 
utility industry, new governance skills 
and a solid knowledge of the cooperative 
principles and business model. Lake 
Country Power has committed to work 
through NRECA to sharpen this body of 
knowledge for the benefit of its electric 
cooperative member-consumers.

The NRECA Board Leadership 

Certificate (BLC) 
recognizes individuals who 
continue their professional 
development after 
becoming a Credentialed 
Cooperative Director 
(CCD). Directors who 
attain the BLC have 
completed 10 credits in 
advanced, issues-oriented 
courses.

The BLC program consists of a series 
of courses focusing in greater depth 
on specific industry and governance 
issues. These include issues such as 
risk management, power supply, 
parliamentary procedure, technology 
 

and policy development. 

NRECA represents the nation’s almost 
900 private, member-owned electric 
cooperatives, which provide electric 
service to more than 42 million people in 
48 states, including Lake Country Power.
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